
Suppose you have a column with varying sections across different floors. In ETABS, defining each 

section and entering different reinforcement types for each location using the “Frame Section 

Property Reinforcement Data” can be difficult and time-consuming. To simplify this process, you 

can use the Section Designer Tool. Below is the step-by-step procedure on how to use this tool.

Build any reinforced-concrete column in 30 s and push it straight into ETABS—no manual section 

designer needed.

1.Open ETABS Section Designer Tool→ choose Units (SI or FPS).
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5 bar

7 bar in Y direction

Make sure that this input matches your defined 

material name in ETABS. For accuracy, it is best to 

copy the material name directly from ETABS.

2. Fill boxes:

Column name, Concrete strength, Rebar strength, Edge Cover, Column Depth, Column Width, 

Tie Bar Size, Rebar in X and Y direction



You can easily change the rebar size by clicking on 
any rebar in the section view and selecting the 
desired size from the options provided.

Now For 2nd Section 
Change steel layout → Rename the Section → Add Section again

When finished: Copy All Sections (one block of text = every variant)

3. Click the section drawing → pick bar sizes → Add 
Current Section



Press Copy All Sections → paste into any text file.

#Now Push to ETABS (4 steps)

1. Open your ETABS Project   “.Set” file in any text editor (e.g., Notepad).  

generated SECTION DESIGNER

generated FRAME SECTION

This is the generated text, and it needs to be placed into the specific section of the ETABS .set 

file.

2. Locate the line    

  `$ FRAME SECTIONS`     

    and paste the **generated FRAME SECTION** data directly underneath it.  



Boom—two sections imported and rebars perfectly placed.

3.  Locate the line     

 `$ SECTION DESIGNER SECTIONS`     

 and paste the **generated SECTION DESIGNER** data directly underneath it.  

If the $ SECTION DESIGNER SECTIONS title is not present, simply add a new line under the $ 

TENDON SECTIONS title, paste the generated $ SECTION DESIGNER SECTIONS data there, and 

save the file. 

4. Save the file. In ETABS choose:    

  `File → Import → .E2K` → Define→ Section Properties
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